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Covenant Hall begins construction ahead of schedule
Georgia Lodewyk - Staff Writer
After residents of Covenant Hall returned
from Spring Break, they witnessed a number of
changes within their dormitory: orange caution
tape wrapped its way around the south exterior,
piles of dirt and concrete covered the lawn, and
the basement lounge had been boarded off with
planks of wood..
The university will renovate the basement
to accomodate next year’s freshman class,
excavating the area to add an additional eight
dorm rooms and remodel the lounge to include
additional seating.
“When the building was built many years
ago, it was built with 50 percent private space
and 50 percent public space. That number is
very unusual,” Robert Taylor, Dean of Students,
said. “There’s a lot of unused areas. And as
we’re starting to really fill up on capacity, we
saw it as an opportunity to add to housing in a
cost-effective way.”
In previous years, the basement’s south
wing held classrooms, study rooms, and
Campus Health. Now unused, the renovations
will reinvent these rooms to house students.
“They will fill quickly because they’ll be
really, really nice,” Taylor said
Taylor also acknowledged concerns
regarding the basement’s fuction as a living
space: “From day one, it was, ‘This has to not
feel like you’re in a basement or else we’re not
doing it.’”
Though the dorms will possess the same

square footage as the other dorms in Covenant
Hall, taller ceilings, larger windows, and grey,
tiled floor will accent the rooms.
In addition, a retaining wall will allow
residents to see the outdoors from their rooms.

Van Roekel serves
wholeheartedly

Despite this construction, the basement’s north
wing will remain unchanged, including the
laundry room, study room, and practice rooms.

Prinsen learns law
enforcement
Glory Reitz—Staff Writer

Dayna Wichhart—Staff Writer
Since August, I have stopped by the community
bathroom on the third floor of Covenant Hall
every morning. This past Thursday, my routine
did not differ. I woke up to my usual 8:00 a.m.
alarm and walked to the north bathroom. That
morning, a neon flag hung in the doorway:
Bathroom closed for maintenance.
I walked to the south side of the building to
shower and grumbled as my flip flops squeaked
to my steps.
On Saturday and Sunday mornings, I don’t
deal with this inconvenience, since the cleaning
ladies don’t work on weekends. But by Sunday
night, a women’s community bathroom
becomes dirtier than expected as hair hangs on
shower walls, paper towels overflow the trash
cans and litter the floor, and dried-up toothpaste
gunks up the sinks and faucets.
When Monday morning arriveed, I grabbed
my towel and walked to the bathroom again:
Bathroom closed for maintenance.
Again.
But this time, I didn’t grumble as I returned to
the south side, but pitied the person tasked with
cleaning the bathroom.
Judy Van Roekel grew up in Illinois before
moving to Dordt College as a student. She met
her husband on campus and took classes for a
year. But, unable to pay tuition for another year,
she married. Now, the Van Roekels live on a
farm near the university. After her son’s death
two years ago, she and her husband became the
legal guardians of his oldest two children.
Van Roekel started working part-time for
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While the univeristy planned to break ground
at the end of May, West Branch Construction
began earlier to use cement walls, rather than
sheetrock, in between dorms. Currently, they
are installing new cement walls and windows.
Now, on a typical weekday, residents can
hear the noise from the renovations as early as
7:30. The smells and fumes often waft to the
other wings on the building’s south side of the
building.
Covenant Hall residents have learned to live
with the inconvenience, and many hope the
renovations will be worthwhile.
“I would rather have construction happening
now than get to the coming years and not have
enough [dorms],” Sofia Bouma, an Resident
Assistant in Covenant Hall, said. “I’m excited
for the new Covey addition… as an RA, I don’t
see how the addition of another wing could be a
bad thing.”
The extra sixteen beds, in part, address
the university’s housing shortage, but Taylor
doesn’t know if the renovations will be a longterm solution.
“A lot of schools are losing enrollment.
And we don’t want to assume we’re just going
to keep growing,” Taylor said. “If you build a
building, you have to fill it or you’re in financial
trouble,”
The renovations are scheduled to finish by
mid-August.
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Dordt 25 years ago. Back then, she cleaned the
President’s house and other buildings across
campus. When Covenant Hall was built, Van
Roekel switched to a full-time job and began
overseeing Covenant Hall and East Campus.
Pulling up to Covenant Hall at 5:30 a.m., Van
Roekel begins cleaning before the majority
of campus wakes up. With her grey Dordt
University Facilities and Maintenance T-shirt
tucked neatly into a pair of blue jeans, she
works.
Her keys jingle as she makes her way through
the hall, checking for anything needing special
attention.
The cleaning of the bathrooms stands as the
toughest task. As always, she starts by wedging
the doorstop and hanging the neon flag as a few
students trickle out of the bathroom, heading to
Cont. on pg. 8

Tom Prinsen approached the burglar in the
dark backyard and eyed the man’s screwdriver,
classifying it as a potential weapon. As he ran
through de-escalation strategies in his head ,
he didn’t see the man’s accomplice sneaking
around the fence with a gun.
Bang.
“And you’re dead,” the deputy who ran the
training simulation said.
The training for the Woodbury County
Reserve Deputy Program is comprised of
simulations like these.
Prinsen, a communications professor, offers
rides to three criminal justice seniors who travel
from the university to the training. Sometimes
they eat at Chick-Fil-A after their session ends
at 10:00 p.m.
During these one-hour road trips, Prinsen
told the students of his interest in law
enforcement and the military. When seventeen,
a U.S. Army recruiter visited his house. While
Prinsen, a cross country runner at the time,
didn’t have an updated physical, the recruiter
wasn’t concerned. But when he heard Prinsen’s
eyes had a refractive error of negative eight, he
closed his folders and left.
Prinsen considered the criminal justice
program upon enrolling at Dordt, but his
advisers discouraged him. So, he tried preoptometry, then business, and eventually chose
communication.
In 2016, he began teaching at Dordt with
a Ph.D. and years of experience in public
relations. A few years ago, he underwent
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LASIK eye surgery.
Three years ago, Prinsen mentored recently
hired Instructor of Criminal Justice Jon Moeller,
a retired police officer and FBI special agent.
Moeller mentioned to Prinsen how
Woodbury County offered deputy training. The
program’s graduates took on the responsibilities
a deputy, except in drunk driving offenses.
For Prinsen, the potential of being a sworn
officer with a bachelor’s degree and patrolling
experience looked good to him.
“Too bad it’s for students,” Prinsen said.
Moeller told him the program was open to
anyone. Prinsen applied.
Prinsen said the training opened “a whole
new world” to him. He began in August with
classroom sessions and online training to learn
“the book section,” including where to park in
an emergency, how to look for signs of human...
Cont. on pg. 6
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Former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to visit campus
Lexi Schnaser—Staff Writer

Contributed Photo
Dordt University has hosted a number
politicians over the last half-decade. On
Wednesday, April 13, former Secretary of State

Mike Pompeo will add to the list of Dordt’s
political visitors.
Daniel Moe, student body president, has
communicated with the former secretary’s team
and helped organize the event.
In January, Pompeo’s team reached out to
President Hoekstra’s office, letting him know
the former Secretary of State had expressed
interest in visiting Dordt University. Hoekstra
handed the decision to Moe to determine if an
event would benefit the campus community.
Since then, Moe has overseen
the
communicating and brainstorming of the event
with the help of Professor of Political Science
Jeff Taylor, Professor of Criminal Justice Jon
Moeller, and Professor of Criminal Justice and
Business Administration Donald Roth.
For the size of Dordt’s campus, a considerable
number of high-ranking political figures that
have made campaign stops over the years.
To name a few, nearly all the GOP presidential
candidates visited during the 2016 election
cycle, including Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, and
Ben Carson.
In 2019, Dordt and the Andreas Center
hosted the Presidential Politics Conference

Theatre arts department
retools curriculum
Hannah Vanderhooft – Staff Writer

Photo Credit: Robin Suing
The Dordt University Theatre Arts Department
plans to initiate a new curriculum next fall.
After going through a routine curriculum
revision during the 2019-2020 academic
year, the department looked at how their
current benefitted the students involved in the
department and productions.
“It helps us use the people that we have and
allows us to leverage the gifts that are in our
department right now,” Laurel Koerner, the
department chair of the theatre department,
said. “For instance, dance classes are now being
offered.”
These dance classes will be taught by Robin
Suing, theatre arts department assistant. This
year, she worked towards a master’s degree in
dance education and has overseen Unfinished:
A Dance Concert
In addition to the dance classes, a firsttime offering, the department with provide

more technically specific classes. Previously,
technical theatre was taught in large, three
credit, survey classes.
Now, 1.5 credit “Applied Craft” classes will
allow students to focus on different skills, such
as stage management and lighting design.
“This will allow for curriculum and cocurricular activities to interface a little better and
give students more leadership in the program,”
Koerner said. “Hopefully it will allow for more
opportunities for student-initiated projects, for
us to be able to say, ‘Yes,’ and for us to support
them well.”
The curriculum changes will not drastically
affect current majors and minors. The registrar
and theatre departments are working together to
make sure students who have already fulfilled
requirements do not need to take repeated
classes.
Anna Janssen, a sophomore with a theatre
minor, looks forward to her next semester.
“The change in classes matches more of
what is going on outside in the real theatre
community,” Janssen said. “I think I will
feel more prepared and have a better, larger
understanding of theatre with the changes being
made.”
While the curriculum rewrite removes
multiple emphases for majors, it allows for a
more diverse path to a degree.
“We just wanted to make sense of what it
meant to get a Bachelor of Arts in theatre,”
Koerner said. “I think this curriculum rewrite
has helped made it clearer for us and students.”

Hitchhiker earns its laurels
Jess Brander – Guest Writer

Last weekend, juniors Daniel Ketchelos,
Derek Koops, and Tyson Van De Berg, received
the Upper Midwest Emmy Student Production
Award for their short film Hitchhiker.
When Ketchelos and Van De Berg drove
to Minneapolis for the awards ceremony, the
potential of the glass statue brought nerves and
excitement.
The three wrote, produced, and directed
Hitchhiker as part of their short film class,
taught by Mark Volkers, digital media
production instructor.
“I thought it’d be cool to have an underlying
metanarrative of our main character searching
for redemption through his past while also trying
to get to a new place physically,” Ketchelos, the
director, said.
The metanarrative proved successful as the
team beat four other nominees in the college
category for the long-form fiction award.
“We were proud of our film but we also were

like, you know, this isn’t like anything crazy
amazing compared to what other people are
doing,” Ketchelos said.
Now, Volkers has had his students win three
awards at the Upper Midwest Emmy Student
Production Awards.
“I had a suspicion it would do well, but
you never know,” Volkers said. “I had good
expectations.”
Hitchiker has been entered in seven other film
festivals.
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of Iowa, a meeting of scholars focused on
leadership for the common good in presidential
elections and presidencies. This conference
included appearances from John Inazu of
Washington University, Michael Wear of the
AND Campaign, and Tulsi Gabbard, then a
Democratic presidential candidate.
In 2020, Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos
visited Dordt to tour the Pro-Tech program.
Moe thinks Dordt’s location helps draw these
politicians to campus.
“Historically, Iowa has been a crucial place
for presidential politics and has often been a
battleground state, a combination of which
tends to draw political figures to the area who
either have aspirations themselves or who
want to help support other political leaders or
platforms in the area,” Moe said. “The people of
Northwest Iowa also tend to be very politically
engaged, so it is always a worthwhile and
enjoyable stop for many figures. I also believe
many faculty and staff at Dordt have unique
connections that can help draw leaders in the
public arena to campus, which is really great
for our students.”
Pompeo has been involved in politics for

many years. First representing Kansas’s fourth
congressional district from 2011-2017, he
was appointed to the director of the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 2017.
Then, Pompeo served as Secretary of State to
President Trump from 2018-2021.
The former secretary will give a brief address
on Christian leadership and geopolitical issues
and answer questions in SB1606 at 12:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 13.
“I want to encourage anyone, regardless
of political affiliation and whether they are
interested in politics or not, to take a short time
out of their day to join that discussion and take
advantage of this unique opportunity,” Moe
said. “The current geopolitical climate has a
host of exciting opportunities and daunting
challenges, and it is crucial that Christians are
involved in addressing them, and this is one
unique chance for the Dordt community to
engage directly with someone who has been at
the forefront of these issues.”

Students compete for $500
prize at Battle of the Bands
Joya Breems—Staff Writer

At 9:00 p.m., students filtered into the B.J.
Haan Auditorium, chatting and laughing. While
the auditorium typically sits empty and silent on
Saturday nights, Dordt Student Activities had
hung lights, and blared pop music containing
lyrics likely unapproved by the building’s
namesake.
Every year, Dordt University hosts a battle
of the bands competition where students can
showcase their musical skills for a $500 prize.
Normally, NC/DC, a sing-off between Dordt
and Northwestern College, is held. This year,
a lack of interest from Northwestern led Dordt
hold the competition themselves
At Battle of the Bands, six groups performed
VeggieTales songs, original compositions,
Justin Bieber hits, and more. The audience
shrieked and clapped with delight.
Throughout the night, hosts Drew DeVries
and Reagan Syverson showed MTV Cribs-style
videos of the judge’s houses.
DeVries told Valorie Zonnefeld, a math
professor and judge, to make hers “cringy.”
“I think we achieved that,” Zonnefeld said.
Five of Us, the winning team, received a
standing ovation. The group comprised of
members Siena Rose, Antonio Maldonado,
Emma McGaughey, Ivanna Harsono, and
Abraham Vasquez.
Originally, Rose, Harsono, and Maldonado
planned to represent their cultural background
and compete under the name of Two Indonesians
and a Honduran, but their first practice flopped.
“It sounded empty,” said Maldonado, who
played guitar.

Photo Credit: Emma McGaughey
Several weeks before the show, the group
added McGaughey on saxophone, and Vasquez
on drums. Rose, Harsono, and Maldonado
had picked “Just the Two of Us” by Grover
Washington to sing and decided to name their
group accordingly.
“We hit it off because we listened well to each
other.” Said, Rose.
The band members wore sunglasses, which
they threw off halfway through the song.
“We practiced a lot, so when we performed, it
felt short,” Rose said.
When The Five of Us were announced as the
first-place winner, Maldonado wasn’t surprised.
He had been gauging the audience’s reactions
throughout the night, though runner-up After
Dark left him worried.
Maldonado had competed in and won NC/DC
several years prior. For Maldonado, the multiple
performances of NC/DC required more work.
He estimates he put in thirty hours of practice
and performance in contrast to the ten hours the
Five of Us practiced.
Maldonado has heard rumors that NC/DC is
over for good.
“This is the most popular event of the entire
year.” Maldonado said.
“Activities such as Battle of the Bands are
crucial for Dordt as they build campus culture
and give students something to do that is both
free and not as prevalent in a smaller town.”
Zonnefeld said.
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Morbius: Marvel’s twilight
Staff Writer—Anna de Oliveira
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God bless us, everyone: A
Christmas Carol in April
Teresa Taylor — Staff Writer

After waiting two years for Marvel’s first
vampire movie, Morbius released Friday, April
1. The flim depicts a doctor, Michael Morbius,
who suffers from a blood disorder and has
dedicated his life to saving others from his fate.
Morbius makes a gamble resulting in a cure and
repercussions
All in all, Morbius provides entertainment. It
contains action, mystery and, of course, a little
romance.
Before I watched the film, several people
emphasized to me its unrealistic nature, which
worsened my watching experience.
Critics believe Morbius to be worse. Currently,
it sits at 16 percent on Rotten Tomatoes.
Mark Kennedy, a writer, editor, and critic
for the Associated Press, called Morbius
“forgettable” and “laughable,” condemning
it as “Sony’s attempt to fill its own SpiderMan-adjacent cinematic universe” as well as
“a poorly edited, derivative time suck - pun
intended.”
Opposingly, journalist and filmmaker Bilge
Ebiri said, “Morbius has no reason to exist as an
actual movie, but maybe that’s why it worked
for me… the film itself, the one that plays until
those end-credits start to roll, is surprisingly
fun, a picture that can just kind of be whatever
the heck it wants.”
Despite the scathing press reviews, I left the
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movie pleasantly surprised (although if you are
someone who is squeamish around needles,
practice caution for the first thirty minutes of
the movie). My friends and I whispered about
the different details, as well as the incredible
filming locations and camera movements.
There are many important themes discussed
in the movie, such as friendship, morals,
and loyalty. But plot holes litter the movie’s
storyline, plot holes that don’t exist in the comic
story of Morbius. So, those unfamiliar with
Morbius as a character will struggle to keep up.
The brevity of the film shocks watchers. Those
used to superhero movies have become used
to longer movies, but this 90-minute storyline
proved smart for Sony and Marvel.
The comic book movie megacompany could
have included extra content from the comics,
but chose to introduce a new villain and prepare
the world for an exciting new phase of the
multiverse.
Unfortunately, this movie relied on cheesy
tropes. In all honesty, I found myself cringing
several times throughout the film. When it
ended, I overheard someone in the theatre
say, “[That was] a perfect combination of The
Vampire Diaries and Twilight.”

The Concise Christmas Carol, adapted by D.
D. Delaney from the Charles Dickens classic
will be performed at 7:00 p.m. on April 7, 8, and
9 in the 4th Avenue Theatre under the direction
of Tommy Shin.
David Skinner, a senior theatre major, plays
more than a dozen characters in the one-manshow. He differentiates characters by shifting
his demeanor and style. For example, Ebenezer
Scrooge hunches and adopts a crotchety,
disgruntled voice, and the ghosts speak airily.
In the theatre deparment, theatre majors
complete a capstone project in their final
semester, and A Concise Christmas Carol serves
as both Skinner’s and Hayden Houtsma’s.
While Skinner concentrated on acting, given
his acting and directing emphasis, Houtsma did
the lighting design, given his technical theatre
emphasis.
“I wanted to get out of my comfort zone

and try something new to challenge and push
myself,” Skinner said. “It’s so different from
everything else because you don’t have anyone
else to play off of. You don’t have anyone to
bounce energy back and forth with.”
Throughout the process, Skinner and Houtsma
received feedback from advisors Teresa Ter
Haar and Laura Anderson
At the beginning of A Concise Christmas
Carol, the narrator sits by a fireplace, reading
the production’s namesake novel.
“From that moment on, I am onstage the
entire time,” Skinner, who changes costume on
stage, said.
As for the lighting design, Houtsma said,
“The lights start cold and gloomy – light blue
and some gray – and over time, it increasingly
gets brighter and more colorful.”
Houtsma incorporates purples and pinks
throughout the show to create a cheerful
atmosphere.
“Lighting sets the mood. It’s something that
can make or break a show,” Houtsma said.
“Each color can pull a different emotion or
feeling from the audience. Nowadays, you can’t
have theater without lighting.”
The lighting marks Scrooge’s journey from,
well, a scrooge, to joyous and charitable man.
“What I really wanted to pull out of Christmas
Carol was less of ‘Be nice on Christmas’ and
more of finding joy in the little things in life,”
Skinner said.
“I am here. I do have time before me. I can
change things,” Skinner said as a paraphrase of
Scrooge’s epiphany. “He’s finding joy in all the
things that escaped him before.”
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Omaha gets a glimpse of the underworld
Katie Ribbens–Staff Writer
Smoke rose from the darkness. Flashing
lights blinded onlookers. Groans from the
afflicted mirrored the discordant scene. That,
and some Broadway folk music.
The musical Hadestown showed at the
Orpheum Theater in Omaha, Nebraska, March
29 to April 3. The Broadway show drew
inspiration from Greek mythology.
The play opened by introducing Orpheus and
Eurydice, who promptly fell in love. Orpheus,
the son of a muse, promised Eurydice he would
use his gift of songwriting to bring back Spring.
While Hades and Persephone once enjoyed a
loving relationship, their marital strife caused
the world to fall out of tune. Ever since Hades
prevented Persephone from returning from the
Underworld, humanity suffered long, harsh
winters.
The Fates never strayed far from Eurydice and
symbolized many hardships. Eurydice, afraid to
fall back into a life of suffering, made a deal
with the devil: She agreed to go with Hades to
the Underworld to be free of despair. Orpheus
attempted a mad rescue attempt and, in doing
so, reminded Hades and Persephone of their
love.
While this action brought the world back into
tune, the Underworld still separated Orpheus
and Eurydice. Hades agreed to let them both
leave under one condition: Eurydice would
follow behind Orpheus while they walked out
of hell, but he must not look behind him to see
if she followed. If he did, she would be damned
to the Underworld forever.
Hermes, god of messengers, narrated the entire
story through song and dance. The technical
elements of the show – the swinging lights, the

rotating stage, the smoke – effectively placed
the audience into a different world.
The producers of Hadestown made the
nontraditional choice to place an onstage band,
complete with an accordion, to accompany
the actors. Although the production claimed
a small cast, their talent rivaled that of larger
companies.
Dordt University student Sarah Goetsch
watched the performance on April 3.
“I’ve been waiting to see it for so long,”
Goetsch said. “It was everything I expected and
more.”
Goetsch is pursuing a theater minor at Dordt
has acted in some of the university’s productions.
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She discovered Hadestown over a year ago
and bought tickets for the show in December.
Goetsch previously watched Hamilton at the
Orpheum Theater. She appreciated the depth
her experience and education offered her
while watching these musicals. She spotted the
intentional choices of lighting, symbolism, and
choreography.
“There’s a lot of stuff that happens that
people don’t see,” Goetsch said. “I didn’t really
appreciate all the technical theater until I came
to Dordt.”
Goetsch valued the jazz music employed in

Hadestown. As a member of the jazz band
at Dordt, she enjoys the music style and
acknowledges its influence on her.
The use of the rotating stage in Hadestown
imparted haunting visual effects and allowed
the actors to move without walking off the
stage. As fog erased Eurydice from view, the
stage backlit Orpheus to emphasize his doubt
that he walked alone. It built tension as the
audience understood Eurydice walked behind
him as he left the Underworld, but Orpheus did
not. He battled the temptation to turn around
and discover if he had been tricked.
One of Goetsch’s favorite scenes included
the rotating stage. The chant of the workers in
the Underworld employed the use of lights and
jerky dance motions to portray their servitude
to King Hades.
“It’s a way to keep the focus in the center
and keep the actor moving at the same time,”
Goetsch said.
Laurel Koerner, professor of theatre arts at
Dordt, viewed the arts as an opportunity for
growth.
“The arts activate a dimension of ourselves
that we’re designed to exercise,” Koerner said.
“Through classes and participation, as makers
and as audience members, we grow in our
capacity to engage the arts; in so doing, we
become more fluent, discerning, and adept.”
She wants to see more students create
original works of theater at Dordt and in the
community. She also believes Christians should
be encouraged to have a deeper appreciation for
the arts.
“We can help create the conditions for
encounters with truth – a need we all have and
never grow out of,” Koerner said.
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One hundred percent of administrative cabinet
political donations support conservative and
independent causes
Sam Landstra - Co-Chief Editor

Overview
In All the President’s Men, “Deep Throat,”
tells reporter Bob Woodward to “follow the
money.” Woodward listened. He connected a
slush fund of hundreds of thousands of dollars
to Richard Nixon and his Committee to Re-elect
the President (CREEP), breaking the Watergate
scandal.
Though this analysis of the administrative
cabinet’s political donations doesn’t investigate
Watergate or any other fraudulence, the
reporting similarly emphasizes institutional
transparency.
Since the late 19th century, laws have
mandated the publication of political donations.
While states and Congress didn’t seriously
enforce the legislation until the 1970s, the
Federal Election Commission (FEC) and other
government and non-profit organizations now

Carl Zylstra

President (former)

process and publicize the political donations of
American individuals and corporations.
For this project, The Diamond searched the
databases of the FEC, the Iowa Ethics and
Campaign Disclosure Board (IECDB), and
OpenSecrets, a non-profit.
Though these organizations provide terabytes
of publically available information, they depend
upon donors to properly report their donations.
In addition, the FEC and the IECDB continue
to process donations from the 2020 election
cycle. Given this, a minority of donations,
particularly those in the 2020 and early 2000s
elections cycles, are likely unavailable to the
public.
Regardless, 22 individuals served on the
administrative cabinet from the 2002 election
cycle to the 2020 election cycle. According
to publically available information, four of
these individials put their money in politics,
supporting conservative candidates and
independent PACs.

Notably, the donations of Dordt University’s
presidents relate to the donations of presidents
from similar, Christian, liberal arts universities.
While Number
former CalvinofUniversity President
Gaylen Bykerdonors
donated more than $300,000
during his presidency, the presidents of
Northwestern College, Trinity Christian
College, and Wheaton College individually
Number
donated less than $1,000
during of
their
presidencies, according donations
to the FEC and
OpenSecrets.

4

33

Election
Number of
cycles
donors

33

$4,050

$1,950

Election
cycles

Recipients by donation amount:

Rep. Steve King: $1,000

Iowans 4 Higher Ed.: $700

Gov. Terry Branstad: $900

Gov. Kim Reynolds: $575

Sen. Kenneth Veenstra: $850

Sen. Randy Feenstra: $400

Rep. Chris Rants: $700

Rep. Skyler Wheeler: $150

Rep. Tim Ozinga: $100

B.U.I.L.D: $75

Rep. Stewart Iverson: $100

AG Adam Gregg: $50

Eric Forseth

Howard Wilson
V.P. for University
Operations

Provost (former)

$650

Recipients by donation amount
Rep. Randy Feenstra: $550

Sen. Joni Ernst: $100

A closer look: Erik Hoekstra
If Dordt University President Erik Hoekstra
bumped into Gov. Kim Reynolds or Sen. Chuck
Grassley at Wal-Mart, he thinks the Iowa
lawmakers would recognize him.
Since assuming the university presidency
in 2012, Hoekstra has made “an investment
of dollars and an investment of time” in state
and federal politics. He lobbies in Washington
D.C. “at least” once a year and has served
on the boards of the National Association
of Independent Colleges and Universities
(NAICU) and the Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities (CCCU).
Hoekstra estimates he has spent an estimated

$250

Recipients by donation amount

Rep. Randy Feenstra: $250
25 days of his “working life” at the nation’s
capital advocating for charitable deductions,
religious freedom, and other grants. Recently,
he promoted the Pell Grant.
“The funding mechanism for American higher
education, at the federal and state level, is a high
priority for Dordt as a private college,” Hoekstra
said. “Thus, my involvement in politics as
Dordt’s president seems appropriate.”
Hoekstra and his predecessor, Carl Zylstra,
have put their pocketbooks into politics as
well. Since 2001, the presidents of Dordt have
donated $6,000 to conservative politicians and
non-partisan PACs, including Iowans 4 Higher
Education.
“I think the time I spend, as well as many of
my political donations, are to be able to attend
events and talk with [legislators],” Hoekstra
said.
For example, a “relationship” with the senate

20022020

Total donation amount
by jurisdiction
$3,975

State
Recipients by donation amount:

4

Number of
donations

Erik Hoekstra
President

20022020

$2,150

Federal

Other

$775

“I think the time
I spend, as well as
many of my political
donations, are to
be able to attend
events and talk with
[legislators].”
- Erik Hoekstra
offices in Des Moines enabled Hoekstra and
the university to secure embassy appointments
and visas for international students and those
enrolled in off-campus programs during the
height of COVID-19.
Notably, 8 of Hoekstra’s 13 donations went
to incumbent Republicans. For him, these
politicians understood limited government
and other conservative ideologies through
representing Reformed theologian Abraham
Kuyper’s principle of sphere sovereignty:
“When one sphere gets bigger than it should, it
crowds out the opportunity or the responsibility
of the other sphere to be healthy.”
Hoekstra said he “couldn’t speak” on
the donations of the other members of the
administrative cabinet.

$6,900
Total donation amount

$6,900

Total donation amount
by recipient type
Total donation amount
by recipient type
Representative:
$3,000
Representative: $3,000

Total donation
amount
Senator: $1,600
Senator: $1,600
Governor: $1,475
Governor: $1,475
PAC: $775
PAC: $775
Attorney General: $50

0
0

Attorney General: $50
The number of
times the
The
number
cabinet
andof
times
the
faculty donated
cabinetTrump.
and
to Donald
faculty donated
to Donald Trump.

Top 5 recipients by
total donation amount

$1,200

Rep. Randy
Feenstra

$1,000

Rep. Steve
King

$900

Gov. Terry
Branstad

$850

Sen. Kenneth
Veenstra

$700
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Feenstra, big ticket conservative donations define
faculty political donations Overview
Sam Landstra - Co-Chief Editor

31

Number of
donors

$8,614

175

Number of
donations

Election
cycles

Total donation amount

20022020

Since the 2002 election cycle, Dordt
University faculty donated $8,614 to 62
individual candidates and organizations.
While the majority of the total donation amount
funneled to and from Rep. Randy Feenstra,
112 donations of less than $50 comprised the
majority of left-leaning donations.
Given 73 percent of the total donation amount
supported Republicans, the university faculty
contrasts their counterparts. According to a
2019 study by the National Association of
Scholars, American professors donated to

75%

Democrats over Republicans at a 95 to 1 ratio.
In addition, the total donation amount of
$8,614 doesn’t compare to the faculty donations
of larger universities. For example, since the
2002 election cycle, UCLA, Harvard, and Yale
professors often donated more than $1 million
per year .
Though The Diamond publicized the
individual donations of administrative cabinet
members, we kept anonymous the individual
donations of faculty members, given their job
standing at the university in comparison to the
cabinet.

of faculty donations from the past 9
election cycles occurred in the 2020
election cycle

Party

2020
$6,433

Top 5 recipients by
total donation amount
Rep. Randy Feenstra: $3,926

Number of donors

18

Republican

$6,331

11

Democrat

$1,827

2

Independent

$456

Average donation amount

$16

Iowa PACE: $456

Total donation amount

$152

A closer look: Steve Holtrop
While a ten-year-old Steve Holtrop put his
pennies and dimes in a bronze piggy bank of
John F. Kennedy’s bust, the Dordt University
Professor of Education hasn’t “really admired”
any U.S. president. He saw Nixon impeached
in grade school, “didn’t respect” Clinton, and
thought Obama was “condescending.”
When then-presidential candidate Donald
Trump said, “I could… shoot somebody and
I wouldn’t lose any voters,” in the B.J. Haan
Auditorium, Holtrop was “appalled” at Sioux
County’s “blanket approval” of the soon-to-be
president: “I thought we all knew what a fraud
and a charlatan he was”
Still, Holtrop donated to the presidential
campaigns of Joe Biden and Elizabeth Warren
in the 2020 election cycle: “My contributions
and my involvement… is more to try to curtail
Trump than to promote the Clintons or Bidens.”
During the same election cycle, Holtrop made
45 donations to 28 democratic candidates and
organizations.
Specifically, the U.S. Senate runoff election in
Georgia represented “a strategic opportunity to
prevent disaster.” There, Holtrop donated $126
to Democrat Raphael Warnock, who won the
seat.
In addition, the department chair of Dordt
University’s graduate studies program put
his pennies and dimes towards U.S. Senate
candidate Theresa Greenfield and Stop
Republicans, an accountability campaign of the
Progressive Turnout Project.
“We need to be responsible for our families,
but we also need to be responsible for our
communities,” Holtrop said.
Holtrop and his small-ticket, strictly Democrat
donations exemplify the small-ticket, generally
Democrat donations of the faculty. While
Holtrop averaged $15 per donation, the faculty
averaged $16 for donations to Democrat
candidates and organizations.
Also, similar to how Americans registered the

$115
Top 5 departments by
total donation amount

Sioux County Central
Republican Committee:

$455

DNC: $326

Rep. Jeff VanderWerff: $300

Bob Vander Plaats: $300

Repub. Party of Iowa : $250

Gender
Donors by gender*

Top 5 recipients by
number of donors

Rep. Randy Feenstra: 6

Business: $4,386
Education: $1,189
Social Work: $456

Political Science $415
Math: $321
highest voter turnout in history for the 2020
presidential election, three times as faculty
members, including Holtrop, donated in the
2020 election cycle as compared the previous
years. Notably, Holtrop did not “click [his]
credit card numbers” in any other election
cycle.
Holtrop was “pleasantly surprised” the
majority of donations went to liberal candidates
and organizations and thought the fewer, bigticket Republican donations outspending the
more frequent, small-ticket Democrat donations
represented the American electorate.
“I think your earthy, crunchy, tree-hugging,
poor person artists in Iowa City are going to
have strong feelings but only have pennies to
give,” Holtrop said.”
While the “patriotic” kid who once walked the
Paul Revere trail in Boston, Mass. every year
is “very cynical right now and very frustrated”
with the American political system, he envisions
a multi-party system: “They always talk about
the lesser of two evils and that doesn’t seem
like the best way for the richest, most advanced
democracy in the world.”

SCCRC: 4

Male (R): 15

Male (D): 6

Female (D): 5 Female (R): 3
Total donation amount
by gender*

Male (R): $5,731

Male (D): $1,142

Female (D): $685

Female (R): $600

*Independent donors and donations not included

Fields of Study
Social sciences

$6,760

Natural sciences

$1,053

DNC: 4
Sen. Elizabeth Warren: 4
J.D. Scholten: 4

The Randy Feenstra effect
In 2019, Rep. Randy Feenstra declared his
candidacy for the U.S. House of Representatives
after serving in the Iowa Senate for three terms.
From 2017 to 2020, Feenstra taught business
courses at Dordt University, donating $3,986
to his own campaign and other conservative
politicians and organizations during that time.
Since the 2002 election cylce, donations to or
by Feenstra totaled $4,411, accounting for 13
percent of all faculty donations and 51 percent
of the total donation amount.

13%

of donations

51%

of total
donation
amount

If Randy Feenstra didn’t exist...
(R): 46%
(D): 43%

Humanities

$514

(I): 11%
Total donation amount
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B.J. Haan receives livestream upgrade
Lydia Jayaputra—Copy Editor
Dordt University, we have an upgrade.
On the second floor of the B.J. Haan
Auditorium, a video production suite nicknamed
“Mission Control” has replaced the conference
room.
The recent addition facilitates the
livestreaming of events in the auditorium.
While Media Network Director Rich Lodewyk
previously directed the broadcasting of these
concerts and chapels, Director of Production
Arts Alex Priore has taken responsibility for
B.J. Haan-related events. Since the fall of 2021,
Lodewyk shifted his duties to concentrate on
the livestreaming of sports.
“The demands for athletics are only going
up, enrollment is continuing to grow, and more
programs are being added for the arts,” said
Aaron Baart, Dean of Chapel. “Grandma and
grandpa… shouldn’t have to choose between
whether they want to watch one kid play a
basketball game or another kid play the cello,
and so we wanted to develop our broadcasting
so that it would be able to [do both].”
Last year, Lodewyk and the Dordt Media
Network drove their truck to the B.J. Haan, laid

down cables, and set up cameras before every
chapel and concert. Now, Mission Control
functions to eliminate these tasks.
Similar to the livestream truck, Mission
Control’s directing booth allows a director to
communicate with camera operators and cut
between camera angles on the livestream.
In addition, the room features a soundboard,
graphics computers for presenting sermon slides
and other graphics, five cameras controlled
within the livestream room, and three other
cameras.
At the front of the room, three TV monitors
display aspects of the livestream and each
position, including a white balance operator,
faces the TVs as they work.
“It took our livestream capabilities from good
to excellent,” Priore said.
Still, Mission Control has presented
challenges for the Production Arts team.
“[New equipment] comes with a pretty steep
learning curve,” Priore said. “Everyone has to
learn how to best use the equipment and how
to troubleshoot if something goes wrong. But
every single time, we’ve been able to resolve
any issue we’ve come across.”
Priore expressed confidence in her and her

Your questions answered:
ISO International student
insurance
Margreth Mwakyusa – Staff Writer

As an international student from Tanzania, I
know students in situations similar to mine ask
several questions about insurance in the US.
As the majority of us international students
were on our parents’ plan before traveling
to Dordt University or enjoyed free health
care in our own countries, the U.S. healthcare
system adds a number of complications to the
international student experience.
The following are a few questions and answers
received by the international office about ISO
(International Student Organization) insurance.
Does ISO cover treatment plans for
COVID-19 and the COVID-19 vaccine?
Yes, ISO covers the COVID-19 vaccination,
which the university strongly encourages. Also,
Wal-Mart offers free vaccinations.
What does the international plan cover?
The plan covers sickness, diseases, and other
medical costs including doctors visits, imaging
testing, ER visits, and more. However, certain
medications are not covered, so be sure to
ask your healthcare provider. The plan also
covers travel expenses for returning home and
evacuation, if need be.
How does the coverage work?
It is a complicated process that depends on
someone’s injury or sickness.
Generally, when an international student
receives treatment, they will be billed. So, they
will need to file a claim where insurance pays a
portion of the cost, while the remainder of the
bill becomes the student’s responsibility.
Notably , injuries “dangerous activities”
including skateboarding are not covered,
especially because medical attention in the U.S.
is comparably expensive.
How do I change insurance plans or
providers?
ISO does not work on a monthly basis. Rather,
it is status-wise. So, the insurance company
charges the student every semester and the
student directly pays them. If a student changes
providers, they are responsible for contacting
their current insurance provider.
What does Dordt University’s health
insurance plan cover?
The university’s insurance plan for
international students, which meets the visa
requirements of the U.S., covers the treatment
of major and minor injuries and sicknesses.
In addition, it’s important to schedule
procedures and doctors’ visits as early as
possible. Also, visiting the emergency room
for non-emergency reasons costs a significant
amount of money.
What is a claim and how do you file a claim?
The filing of claims presents a new concept for

international students. When visiting a doctor or
the hospital, a student should show the health
care provider their insurance.
Then, they ask the health care provide to file
a claim with the insurance company. Typically,
the deductible for international students is $100.
How do I choose a plan?
Step 1: First, check the university’s
requirements. While Dordt covers these bases
regarding ISO, changing insurance plans
requires the international student to do their
own research.
Step 2: Second, compare a provider’s
insurance plans and assess each plan’s coverage
and benefits. Generally, international student
insurance should cover repatriation and medical
evacuations such as ambulance rides.
Also, consider a plan’s maximum coverage
(how much the provider is willing to pay for a
claim) and deductibles (how much the student
is required to pay before insurance begins to
cover payment) It is the student’s responsibility
to know the cost of medical services, potential
out-of-pocket expenses, and how to pay the
provider.
Step 3: Third, compare the international
student insurance plan to the university’s.
Step 4: Fourth, compare the types of doctors
and hospitals covered in your international
student insurance plan. The university’s plan
provides more than 500,000 doctors and 4,000
hospitals, so the plan remains competent
anywhere in the U.S.
How does ISO insurance work with
behavioural health?
ISO does not cover the majority of mental/
behavioural health costs, but the university
provides eight free counselling sessions
themselves and the Promise Center in Sioux
Center offers affordable health services.
If international students think of additional
questions, they are encouraged to log onto their
ISO portal and speak with an expert.

team’s capabilities and believes they will use
the room to its fullest potential.
Planting for the Future, the university’s recent
$90 million capital campaign, financially
supported the Mission Control room.
Regarding the campaign, Dordt has allocated
nearly $3 million of the $70 million currently
raised to technology upgrades within the B.J.

Photo Credit: Lydia Jayaputra
Haan.
“The heart behind is it that we have these
really incredible departments that are putting
on concerts and worship nights and the goal is
to take the level of excellence in production for
them to the next level. It’s just exciting,” Priore
said.

Andreas Center revitalizes
First Mondays
Emma Bennett—Staff Writer

Contributed Photo
Over the past year, authors, mathematicians,
and worship leaders have visited Dordt
University and graced the stage of the B.J. Haan
Auditorium as part of the First Mondays series.
Lately, though, departments across campus
have invited guests related to their own area of
study.
The English department recently invited
writer and alumnus Sara De Waal and fantasy
novelist Jeffery Overstreet. Howard Schaap,
Professor of English, had met Overstreet years
ago during his MFA residency and recruited
him to speak at his university.
Overstreet teaches writing and film criticism
classes at Seattle Pacific University, but he
frequently speaks at universities.
“It’s been one of my favorite outcomes of
being published,” Overstreet said. “I even got
to go to the Netherlands to talk about movies.”
Though Overstreet interacted with students
from multiple courses and presented a lecture
on The Secret of Kells, the university did not
advertise him as a First Mondays speaker.
According to Channon Visscher, Associate
Professor of Chemistry and Planetary Sciences,
Dordt is not discontinuing the program, but
workshopping alterations to the speaker series.
“What we’ve been trying now, this is the first
year we’ve tried it, is having First Mondays
events in the fall,” Visscher said. “We’re trying
this new program: The Andreas Center Campus
Speaking Series.”
In addition to directing public scholarship,
running the academic press, and publishing
Pro Rege and In All Things, the Andreas Center

hosts First Mondays.
“It’s great that we have the First Mondays as a
campus-wide event,” Visscher said. “It’s a very
public campus conversation. But we also want
to encourage more conversations that are more
focused in their discipline.”
While the English department invited authors,
the worship department focused their attention
on the last semester’s gospel choir.
“It has been a very isolated event,” Visscher
said about criticism of First Mondays. “We’ll
have some great speaker come in, they’ll give
their talk, and then they’ll leave.”
Through adding major-related specificity, the
Andreas Center Campus Speaking Series hopes
to revitalize First Mondays.
“When I think about my undergraduate years,
and when I think about the voices I learned
from, the first people that come to mind came
from the outside,” Overstreet said. “Because
they had experiences in other places and other
communities and other churches, they brought
in understanding that seemed strange and new
and exciting to me.”
Overstreet heard from authors Madeline
L’Engle, Frederick Buechner, and Lucy Shaw
while he attended college.
“I hope that my experiences give me something
to bring into places like the Dordt community
and shine a different light on something, or
give people a different lens to look through,”
Overstreet said. “The weird irony [of visiting
schools] is that I end up learning.”

Prinsen learns law enforcement cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...trafficking, and how to legally search a person
or vehicle. Now, as he’s moved on to firearms
training and simulations, and Prinsen has found
his groove.
“I think it’s good to have an idea of just how
much you’re representing the sheriff’s office
and law enforcement in general,” Prinsen said.
“Any interaction that someone has [confirms]
or [denies] what they think they know about law
enforcement.”
He has appreciated de-escalation training
and has received positive feedback for his clear
communication, but he’s also learned some

situations can’t be de-escalated on account of
people determined on violence.
A significant amount of the training requires
quick thinking and the ability to assess a
situation. For example, failing to look around
the yard during a burglary call could get Prinsen
shot, but being cordial to a man with a wrench
during a domestic dispute call could help avoid
a fight. The simulations can feel real and bring
real emotions, according to Prinsen, but he
doesn’t mind the stress.
“I’m not good at relaxing,” Prinsen said.
“My mind is always going [and deputy training

is] time away from everything else… it’s just
the time to do something new and different and
stimulating.”
Prinsen also knows his deputization is not
a duty to take lightly. He doesn’t see it as a
hobby, but as another way to live out his calling
to serve people by using good communication.
In a few weeks, he will take a certification
test, and, if he passes, he will become a reserve
deputy in Woodbury County. He looks forward
to working at the Woodbury County fair and
talking to children and showing them a friendly
face in law enforcement.
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Transferring: Love, include, encourage
Corina Beimers—Staff Writer
As I prepared to walk out the front door of
my house on the first day of kindergarten, my
dad knelt down, looked into my eyes, and said,
“Love, include, encourage.”
As I grew up, he continued to repeat those
words as my sisters and I left for school. I know
I didn’t understand the weight of those three
words when I was five years old. I don’t think
I understood them as I graduated high school.
I’m a senior at Dordt. In a little over a
month, I’m going to dress up in a cap and gown
and walk across the stage of the B.J. Haan
Auditorium, receive my degree, and shake the
hand of President Hoekstra. I’m going to be
congratulated by friends and family. I will be an
alumnus rather than a student and this four-year
chapter of my life will end.
And now, I think I finally know the
importance of the three words my dad repeated
each morning.
After COVID-19 decided to turn my life
upside down—as it did to a lot of people—I
transferred to Dordt University for my junior
year in the fall of 2020. The decision brought
nerves of the unknown, but it also brought the
same excitement I experienced at the beginning
of my freshman year.
However, as I moved in and started classes,
I felt the full force of the struggles that
transferring brings, and any excitement that

once existed was quickly forgotten.
It’s no secret that transferring comes packaged
with hardships regardless of where one is
coming from or where they are going, but it’s a
whole other experience when they are entering
the Dordt community. I have discovered I am
not alone.
Dakota Klein is a senior from Hillsboro,
Kansas. After his freshman year at Tabor
College, he transferred to Dordt. Similar to
my own story, Klein remembered feeling the
hopeful potential of a new school despite
knowing he made good friendships at Tabor
that, to this day, run deep.
“I have not experienced friendship in the way
I thought I would, in the way I wanted,” Klein
said. “I have great friends now, but it took me
about three years to get them, and it was a really
rough transition.”
The feeling of isolation remains a struggle
for transfers. While most students have formed
friendships since their freshman year, if not
earlier, transfer students most often arrive alone.
Ellie Voss, a senior who transferred this fall
from California Baptist University, describes
her experience as unexpectedly frustrating.
“I was told that it was this great, tight knit
community, and then I got here, and it was
exactly that, but in the worst way possible,” Voss

worked. Nobody had shown me.
There’s a lack of a system in place for the
struggles that transfer students inevitably go
through. We are a small minority on at Dordt,
but support and investment that extends beyond
an orientation or information packet is needed.
We shouldn’t assume students are known.
Sometimes, transfers will be confused about
where their classes are. Sometimes, they
won’t attend events to make friends because
they won’t have friends to begin with. And
sometimes, nobody will check in on them.
As I leave Dordt, I have lots of things I am
thankful for. Though it took time, I have
friends who mean the world to me, and I know
my experiences—both good and bad—led to
growth. There are beautiful things about this
place I have learned to appreciate.
However, I want you to hear the voices of
transfer students. They may be going through a
traumatic event or may be mourning a college or
a friend they left. I don’t use these words lightly.
I use them because I want you to recognize that
change is needed on this campus.
Love, include, encourage.

said. “It was tight knit, but it was impossible to
break in. And it feels like every other transfer
that I’ve met feels this way.”
While plenty of people consider Dordt to
be a kind, welcoming place, others experience
exclusivity within the student body. I have spent
a whole day of classes talking to nobody. I have
been lost in conversations about topics that
were supposedly common Dordt knowledge.
For those who don’t have a connection
to the community or the Christian Reformed
Churches, it can feel as though they don’t
belong.
“I felt this weird sense of culture shock and
loneliness,” Klein said. “My mental health
started to struggle, and I started not getting
sleep at all.”
So, why is it so hard? Dordt prides itself on
how it welcomes incoming freshmen, and so
they should. Between the Week of Welcome,
CORE-100, and other events put in place for
freshmen, immersing oneself in Dordt as a
freshman is easier.
Meanwhile, I didn’t know how Defender
Dollars worked for the entirety of my first
semester. I left a half hour early for each of my
classes on my first day because I didn’t know
where they were located. I ate in my room alone
every day because I didn’t know how the Grille

Feed my sheep: Why agriculture classes should be required
Gretchen Lee—Copy Editor

As a Christian university, I believe this could
take a variation of approaches, but one should
be teaching students about how their food is
grown, transported, and prepared.
All of this isn’t to say that agriculture is more
important than the CORE art, history, English,
and communications classes—I believe learning
these skills is important, regardless of major or
future career path. I also believe Dordt’s goal
to create well-rounded students should include
agriculture. We are in a unique position to show
students agricultural practices from a hands-on
perspective, and we should be doing so.
It’s true most majors are required to enroll in
some form of a science lab and that agriculture
provides an option for that lab. Agriculture is
such a different form of science, however, that

The area surrounding the grounds of Dordt
University is mostly neighborhood. Trees fill in
spaces between houses, well-maintained grass
grows on lawns, and kids walk to and from
school on sidewalks next to the campus’ main
entrance.
On the southern side of campus sits 20
acres of prairie. Next to that lies a corn field.
A few miles up the road rests the Agriculture
Stewardship Center (ASC), which boasts a
brand-new commodity barn, greenhouse, and
an almost completed monoslope barn that will
eventually hold dairy cows. Across the road is a
cattle farm. The view from the ASC parking lot
holds nothing but corn and soybeans for miles.
Back on campus, students of all majors attend
history, English, and theology classes. They
take art and communications courses as part of
Dordt’s CORE program, which, according to
the university website, aims “to equip students
to work toward Christ-centered renewal in all
aspects of contemporary life” by teaching them
to think critically.
There are no required agriculture classes for
those who are not agriculture majors.
According to the American Cattleman’s
Association, Sioux County has the highest
number of cattle in the state (420,000). This
means more than 10 percent of the state’s cattle
is confined to 769 square miles. Dordt University
sits right in the center of this cattle capital. Our
agriculture department typically is the fourth

Photo Credit: Dordt University
largest department on campus, sitting alongside
education, business, nursing, and engineering.
Again, agriculture classes are not required
for non-agriculture majors.
We live in an era where people are more
disconnected than ever from the source of their
food. According to the USDA, just over 10
percent of employed Americans are involved
in agriculture and a little more than 1 percent
are farm workers. It’s nearly impossible to track
where your burgers and fries come from as they
are shipped across the United States from coast
to coast.
My home economics classes in high school
didn’t teach me how to do more than cook some
bacon and pour a Jell-O mold. I wasn’t taught
what a GMO was or what “organic” meant
in any of my non-ag classes, at any level of
education. If we are not taught this in schools,
we are allowing companies like Chipotle and
Burger King to exploit our lack of information
on “grass-fed” and “hormone-free” products
and drive us to pay higher prices for their brand
of “quality.”
We are at a point where we, as a nation,
desperately need agriculture education.
I believe this remains true from a Christian
perspective as well. Before Jesus taught the
5,000, he fed them. While this action offers
several different interpretations, I think it
highlights that we have physical needs as well
as spiritual ones.

Come
work
here.

I believe it should exist a separate requirement.
We should not have students choose between
more biology and chemistry-driven courses
or agriculture. Students need to learn food
production practices as well as the reasoning of
the scientific method.
In order to prepare for the increasingly
chaotic future, we need to make sure students
leave Dordt with the knowledge to face the
world. Understanding where food comes from
and why certain production practices are used
is important. In the classes I have taken, we talk
a lot about stewardship and our call to care for
the Earth. I believe this includes people, and
that educating everyone about food helps us to
care for people and creation at the same time.
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Women’s basketball takes on nationals together
Isabel Pheifer, Aleasha Hintz—Staff Writer

Togetherness. The Dordt University Women’s
Basketball team revolved around this word
during the 2021-2022 season.
“Together we commit to compete with
love, grit, and a purpose that is greater than
ourselves.”
The promise outlined the team’s vision
statement, and the fans who watched their run
at the national tournament saw the vision come
alive on the court.
“Our purpose was greater than just a simple
win or loss—we knew it was so much larger
than that, and that propelled us all season,”
Head Women’s Basketball Coach Bill Harmsen
said. “We were there to serve each other instead
of ourselves.”
After advancing to the final site of the
NAIA National Tournament in Sioux City, the
Defenders knew they faced a tough schedule. To
advance to the second round, the women needed
to topple Campellsville University, the No. 1

Photo Credit: Dordt University Athletics
seed in their quadrant.
The challenge did not scare them, as the
Defenders took advantage of the opportunity to
play under the bright lights of the Tyson Events
Center and cruised to a commanding 35-point
win, advancing to the quarterfinals.
The next day, the Defenders were paired up
against the No. 2 seed in their quadrant, The
Master’s University. Yet again, the Defenders
were not caught off guard and continued to play
their way through higher ranked teams.
With a winning score of 72-56 in the
quarterfinal, the Defenders advanced to
the semifinal round. They were set to face
Southeastern Florida, the No. 1 overall seed in
the tournament.
“I knew if we hit our stride, we would be a
tough out,” Harmsen said.
The Defenders had confidence in their abilities
and believed they would be a challenge to

knock out of the tournament. Quickly enough,
each team they faced came this realization as
well.
The semifinal game proved the ultimate test of
determination and fortitude for the Defenders.
They prided themselvs in remaining mentally
tough and physically strong, and it showed in
this low-scoring, defensive game. Dordt led
nearly the whole game but never grabbed a lead
larger than 10 points.
After an impressive comeback by Southeastern,
Dordt edged out their top-ranked opponent by
one point, winning the game 53-52. The win
sent them to the National Championship game
for the first time in program history.
“There was just so much joy and happiness,
not only because we were headed to the
national championship, but also because all the
hard work and effort we put into this season was
showing,” senior guard Mya Chmielewski said.
A mix of excitement and shock packed the
Tyson Events Center, radiating from the Dordt
team and their supporters.
“I felt totally blessed, especially with how
that semifinal game ended,” Harmsen said.
“While watching our kids just battle through
that adversity and come out on top, I knew
something special was happening.”
The following night, Dordt’s history-making
season came to an end on the biggest stage
possible. The Defenders started slow, trailing
21-8 after the first quarter, putting them in
a position to fight the hardest they had ever
fought.
Entering the fourth quarter, the Defenders
were down by 29, but Dordt rallied to fall short
with a final score of 77-65.
“Very few athletes get to be a part of something
special like that, so I really tried to savor and
appreciate every single moment,” Chmielewski
said. “I couldn’t be more proud of what we were
able to accomplish.”
The defensive prowess of the Defenders
proved to be too much for most teams in the

tournament, and the fans felt it.
“They just encouraged our women and lifted
them up, and I know our team could feel it,”
Harmsen said about the support from Defender
Nation.
Each day of the tournament, seas of white,
black, and gold took over the Tyson Event
Center. For the Tuesday night championship
game, students left campus decked out in body
paint and pompoms. As Dash the Defender
greeted students and handed out free tickets
inside the arena, a student wore a knight’s
helmet and local TV stations interviewed
others.
“Having the fans cheering for us helped us
play with energy throughout the game and
having them there is something I will never
forget,” Chmielewski said.
The Dordt women’s basketball team walked
away from this historical season as the NAIA
National Runner-up. They finished the season
exactly where they deserved and exactly where
they belonged: together on the podium.
“I just want them to be able to reflect and
think, ‘What an incredible ride,’” Harmsen
said.
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Van Roekel serves wholeheartedly cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...their morning classes.
Van Roekel may not remember students
names, but she knows their faces. She said she
enjoys her interactions with all the freshmen
and sophomores of Covenant Hall.
The bathroom empty, Van Roekel grabs a
straw broom, its bristles scratching against the
floor tiles. She works swiftly; after 25 years,
she’s learned the ins and outs of how to work
smarter, not harder.
Van Roekel scrubs each shower with a long
brush, and scrubs sinks clean of toothpaste, dirt,
and dust.
After that, the moves onto the toilets. She
cleans the outside and inside of the bowl,

replaces the trash cans from inside each stall,
and restocks each toilet roll.
After finishing, Van Roekel loads her cleaning
supplies onto her blue-green cart and rolls over
to the next bathroom, repeating the process.
In addition to cleaning Covenant Hall
bathrooms, Van Roekel upkeeps common areas
and oversees East Campus and ensures student
workers fulfill their responsibilities.
“My goal is to keep Covenant the way it
looked when it was first built,” Van Roekel said.
Van Roekel chose her career because she
feels service workers are called to jobs similar
to how professors, doctors, and engineers are
called. She grew up with a cleanly mother.
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Every summer, the mother-daughter duo
worked through each room of their house, deepcleaning walls, floors, and blinds.
“We used to wash each individual blind,”
Van Roekel said. “And if it wasn’t done well
enough, mom would make us redo it. That’s just
how it was.”

“If you can see it,
she cleans it.”
While the majority of university employees
receive time off in the summer months, Van
Roekel does a significant amount of work
during this time. Every building and room on
campus must be deep cleaned: the walls, the
floor, the ceiling, and the lights. If you can see
it, she cleans it. And if you can’t see it, she
probably cleans that too.
Also during the summers, Van Roekel prepares

and cleans up rooms for youth athletic camps
and church events hosted by the university.
When Van Roekel’s on-campus work ends
around 3:00 p.m., her day doesn’t finish She
picks up children from school, drives them to
their after-school activities, fixes dinner, and
farms crops on her property with her husband.
I initially pitied Van Roekel, but she does not
pity herself and said she enjoys her job and
takes pride in her work.
“Serve wholeheartedly as if you were
serving the Lord not people,” Van Roekel says,
referencing Ephesians 6:7.
I shut the water off and stepped out of the
shower. When I had wrapped myself in my
towel and walked back to my room, the closed
bathroom sign had been taken down. I brushed
my teeth. The sinks shined, an empty trash bag
had been tied to the bin, the floor was scrubbed
clean, and the smell of bleach and Windex
jarred me awake.
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